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A ſhort Narrative by way of Vindication of the late Honourable 
Marqueſſe of Montroſle, his laft Deſigne , impartially ſet- 
ting forth the true grounds which moved him to undertake 
that ſecond 1mployment, together with the mot probable cauſes 
of his miſcarriage therein, | 


pO unlock the ſecret Riddles of Divine Pcovidence , ot make 
diſcovery of the [trange and unparalleld Changes this Age hath - 
brought forth, is a Worke fitter for an Oz: DI eus then my 
ſelfe ; yer for fatisfaRtion of well aft:Atcd mindes , who have 

not had the benefit and opportunity to be throughly informed of each 
particular truth, & reitying the miſguided judgements of ſuch as give 

credit to all vulgar Reporzs without any juft examination ; as alſo the 

clearing of many miltakes that ſomewhat ſowrely refle& upon perſons 

not rightly concerned , and as Juſtice and Equity requires , ſetting the 

{ſaddle upon the right horſes: Have I adventured to {ct Pen to Paper, 

and make the world acquainted with ſuch obſervations cre truth of 
chings, as in my travells abroad (not without ſome paincs,and coſt,and 

danger too) I have acquired touching the late Lord Marqueſle of MoN- 

TROSSB, his laſt Engagement and miſcarriage therein. 

"Thar curſed fa&tion , which was firſt hatched in Scotland, .but after- 
wards nurſed and bronght up in England , having attained its ful. 
growth, and come to that ripeneſſe of Rebellion , as to deſtroy that 
peerelefle Prince CHARLES the Firſt, of blefled Memory : The nn- 
nappy newes of his death,togerher with thoſe As of che Engliſh State 
(as they called themſelves) for Aboltion of Monarchy, and diftaheri(i- 
on of the Heire apparent to that Crowne and Kingdome ( deſigned of 
purpoſe utterly to extirpate the Royal Family, Root and Branch) ioore 
arrived at the Hague, where the Prince of Wales then rc{1ded,and filled 
-a]l mens mindes with aftoniſhment ac the horrour of the fat : A 
dumbe ſilence for a good while poſleſſed their ſoules, griefe and amaze- 
ment {tupified their nnderſtandings , and ſo many perplexities pertur- 
bed their Reaſon , that for the preſeat they knew not which way to 
turne, what advice or coarſe to take to expedite themſelves out of that 

deplerate condition, till time (the cure of mighty cares ) had let them 
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breath out their mournfull ſorrowes , and af:er ſome few weekes, dif- 
peld thoſe clouds of griefe by intervention of ſundry Agents from For- 
raine Princes, ſent to the now newly proclaimed King of. Scotland, 
partly to condole his Fathers death, partly to comfort and cheere ap his 
drooping ſpirits, with hopes, if not promiſes of aſſiſtance. And thar 
Forrainers might not ontſtrip his Native »ubjeds , obliged by more 
ſtri& ries of Loyalty and Religion, divers of the Nobility and Gentry 
- (His Majeſties exiled Subjeas) froin all parts flocked tothe Court, and- 
as their Allegiince bound them , made tender of their ſervice to their 
yong Kivg : Brave Loyall ſoules, who had loſt all the cſtztes they had 
in defence of (their Prince) the Father , his juſt Cauſe, Crowne and 
Dignity , wete now ready , and offered themſelves to venture all that 
was left, their lives, in reſtoring (their Prince likewiſe) his Son, to his 
juſt Rights and Inheritance, To compleat this Loyal Tribe, came that 
Renowned Scot, the Marqueſſe of MonTROS SE, one famous all the 
world over , not more for his Eminent Loyalty, knowne Prudence and 
integrity, then for his Valour and skill in Military Aﬀaires, manifeſted 
in thoſe ſignall ViRories obtained not long fince over the Rebels in 
Scotland. | - 
This comfortable appearance ſoone cleared up the fad face of the 
Court, and gave life and warmth to their Rupified ſpirits, ſoasin time 
they begin toberhinke themſelves of the deſt prudenciall meanes , how 
to put the yong King intoa condition to aft for the recovery of his jutt - 
Rights and Inheritance : And ſhortly after the Marqueſle of Mo w - 
TROS 5k his comming thither, a Conncell was called, wherein his Ma- 
jeſties moſt faithfull ſervants humbly repreſented nnto him, his low, 
and ſeemingly deplorate condition , through the power and prevalency 
of his utter enemies in all or the moſt part of his Dominions ; adding 
alſo ſome preſſing Arguments to ſharpen him ſpzedily toaR ſome thing 
for revenge of his Fathers death, whilſt his wounds bled a freſh,and the 
memory of that horrid fa& had yet an impreſſion on the hearts of his 
bleeding Subjects. His Majeſty returned them thankes for their pru- 
dent advice, and commanded them to confider of ſome cffeRuall expe- 
dient to that purpoſe , promiſing withall he would be guided onely by 
the conduct of their Counſels, who had approved themſelves ſo faithfal 
and loyal to his deceaſed Father. 
Within few dayes after the Councell met againe, and then by way 
of expedient they offered theſe two Propolalls to his Majeltics _ : 
either 


j.. | r—_ 
either to ſend his Embafſadonrs abroad to all Chriſtian Princes for ſup: 
plies both of men and mony, that an Army might be ſpeedily ſent into 
the North of Scotland toayd his Loyal Subjects there, who were then 
riſen up in Armes for him , and woutd receive and proclaime him King 
withour aty condicions or limitation ; Or elſe to yield himſelfe over to 
the unreaſonable Demands the Scotch Farliament were now about to 
ſend him ; and ſo caſt himſelfe wholly upon that perfidious party in 
Scotland, who JuD a $ like,had fold their Lord and Maſter, (nay worſe 
then JuDA $ , ſold their Prince that came to them for prote&ion, vo- 
luntarily , if not upon aſlurance of ſafety ; and to theireternall infamy 
be it ſpoken, never repented of it, as Jud As did, nor brought back the 
mony+ which vas the price of their Prince) into the hands of the En- 
oliſh, and ſo were become Acceflaries, if not Principals in their Kings 
murther : And whoby the ſame Artifice and Legerdemaine , wheres 
with they had deſtroyed the Father, fought now to intrap the Son , by 
procliiming him King with proviſoes, as if he ſhould not enjoy the 
Kingdome by any naturall Right of Sacceſſion and Heirſhip ; but by E- 
Ie&tion, and mutuall compact between him and his people : For thus to 
proclaime him King, and by a lintation to deny him the exerciſe of his 
Regall Power, is in efte& to depoſe him before he came to the Crown ; 
depoſing being nothing elſe but excluding of Kings frem the exerciſe of 
that power, which of Right belongs to them. 

The Debate upon theſe Propoſalls was hotly diſputed by his Maje= 
ſties Conncell , for thoſe who were truely loyal upon honeſt and legall 
Principles, were of opinion the ſafe way was for his Majeſty to enter 
the North of Scotland witha Forraine force; but ſuch as were loyal 
onely upon private intereſt , favouring the ſacrilegious ends of the 
Presbyter, and fearing kus Majcſtics Power if brought in by the ſword; 
were of opinion, his Majeſties ſafeſt way would be to yield himſclfe up 
to the Parliament of Scotland , who fate there upon the Presbyterian 
ſcore ; for this would be a meanes to ſweeten the Engliſh Presbyter 
into a compliance, and taking part with his Majcfty , b-ing thus pur in 
hope not only of obtaining pardon , and te be ſecured from the puniſh» 
ment they had deſerved for their Rebeiiion againſt CHARLE s the 
Firſt, but alſo might catch the Fiſh which they ha1 ſo long angled for, 
the Biſhops, and Deane, and Chapters Lands. In concluſion the honeſt 
loyal party czrryed it by a plurality of Votes; yer before theſe:Coun« 

ſells conld.ripen , and they have time to pitch upon a Uenerall for con-- 
3 duct 
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- duRt of thoſe Forraine Forces into the North of Scotland ; the Scotch 
Commiſſioners arrived in May, 1648. and accordingly as had been tor- 
merly repreſented to the King, their Propoſitions and Deportment was 
unreaſonable and inſo!ent, ſuitable to the heighth and pride of the Pres- 


byterian fation ; inſomuch that that Treaty brake off unluckily with- 
wut ſatisfaction to cither part. 


Nevertheieſſe his Majeſty upan mature deliberation , and by advice 
of his Tonncell gave the Mar queſle of MoxTRrossE a Comm:ſlion to 
be his Generall,and tv levy and condut {uch Forraine Forces as Chriſt - 
ian Princes would ſupply him withall for his affiftance; and to land 
them either in England or Scotland , as might tend moſt to the advan- 
tage of his Majeſtics ſervice, and as the neceflity and urgency of his pre- 
ſent Aﬀaires ſhould require . And 1nlike manner to GzorR GE MoNe 
RO a Cemmiſſion was granted by his Majcſty to be his Major General, 
and to levy 4. or 5000. Iriſh foot to be forthwith in readinefle for the 
furthering the Marqueſſe of MonTROS $ E his Deligne. 

- Dat (ach 1s the miſchiefe of divided Counſels;no ſooner had the Mar» 

quefle of MoNTROSSE taken his leave of His Majeſty, but his Ad- 
verſaries (that favoured the contrary opinion) both Scots and Engliſh, 

who had ated in the rebellion againſt his Father , do endeavour by all 
means poſſible to perſwade with His Majeſty for recalling the Mar- 
queſle his Commiſſion : And moſt cleare it is, this they did partly out of 
envy at the worth and integrity of the man , partly out of feare his de- 
ſign ſhould take effeR,and ſo His Majcſty become an abſolute Monarch, 
and inveſted with juſt power to call them to an account for their for- 
mer rebellion. Thoſe of the Scotch Nation , that thus fought to ſup- 
prefle MonTROSSE, were Duke HAM1LTo N,the Earls of CAL E N- 
DER, and Lauderdale : Of che Enghiſh,Ma$sSY, GRAVE s, Alder- 

man BuNcn, and others of the ſecluded Members, But when they 
found His Majeſty immoveable, His Royall breſt impenetrable, by all 
the force of their {ubcle perſwations ; then they betake themſelves to 
their old tricks, under hand-to ſupplant this Honourable defigne , by 
ſending ſecretly into Scotland ſome fit inſtruments, upon Specious pre= 
rences, to prevaile with the Loyall party there toIny down Arms, and 
accept of conditions proffered; by their pollitick alienating the affcRi- 
ons of the Prince of OR E x 6 E, the Marquefle of Brandenburg, Count 
EMDEN, from my Lord of MoNTROSSE, and winning them. cun- 
ningly to refuſe the affording him aſſiſtance either of men or _ : 
n 
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In like manner, they privately diſpatch Agents abroad 'to the Empe- 
rour, and divers other Princes of Germany , to the King of Denmark, 
and the Queen of Sweden , effeftually to rancounter his defigne : And | 
when they found their (ly infinuations, could operate little on thoſe 
Princes affe&ions, to take them off fromMonTrOSSE ; there Mole- 
| likethey wrought under ground, and ſuborn'd the moſt powerfull I- 
traments of the Court againſt him. 

The Queen of Sweden ( to Her eternall Honour be it ſpoken) was 
conſtant te Her promiſes, and farniſh'd him readily out of Her Maga- 
Zines, With Armes and Ammunition ; but here Chancellor Ox s N- 
STERNE , no {mall friend to, and favourer of the Scots Rebellion, 
ſought by all means peſlible to crofle thoſe ſupplies , and hinder him 
from obtaining either men or money. In Denmark the King was 
mach taken with MonTR OS SE, approv'd his deſigne, and moſt wil- 
ling to further it in what he was able ; but the Hoff-Maſter, and ſundry 
others of his Councel,had been privately tamper'd withall,and brought 
off by theſe ſubtle Incendiaries toſtand in oppoſition wich the King in 
whatever he endeavour'd to accommodate the Marqueſſe of Mo x- 
1ROSSE his deligae : nor wasit needfuil to ſolicite the Queens Court 
at Paris for the furthering their defires in the croſſing of this enterprize: 
the Lord Gn R MA w and his Faction there having long ſince expreſſed 
ſpleen enough and animoſities ſ\ufficient to let all the world take noticc, 
they were declat'd Enemies to MONTRNSSE, and his underta- 
kings. 

Thus craftily behind the curtaine, the Presbyterian party, utter Ene- 
mies to the Marquefle of MonTROSSE, ated abroad in all the Courts 
of Chriſtendome ; nor are they aſleep or idle at home , as appears by 
their ſecret workings with the Scotch Parliament and Committee of 
Eſtates, who now were framing a diſmall Declaration againſt their 
King, which did amount to his depoſing, as [ {aid before; in declaring 
him unfit for the exerciſe of his Regall power , as having yet ſuck'd in 
no other principles, ſave Prerogative, and Tyranny ; bred up under 
Biſhops and Ceremonies, which the Scotch Aire ſeems to have a natu- 
rall Antipathy unto;one that inwardly hated the Covenant, and would 
never take othet wiſe than as a \nare to take them therein ; ona whom 
they themſelves ſaw ſo averſe from hearkenivg to any ſound Counſel! 
and Advice, that he ſuffred himſelf to be ſeduc'd, by evill Conncellors, 


even toan invaſion of their Countrey : I ſay, notwithſtanding the Scots 
: a 3 Were 
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were ſetting out this veſtlent Dediilation againſt their King, yet were 
they ſo efteRtually wrought with by ſame crafty Agents,upon aſſurance 
His Majeſty ſhould be forc'd to. diſclatme MonTRos St and his En- 
rerprize, and caſt himſelfe wholely upon the Scotch Parliament , that a 
ſecond Treaty is defired from His Majeſty,and GEBoR GE WiWpray 

ſent a dangerous Winters journey to Jerſey upon this meflage ; which 
by the earnelt and dayly ſolicitation of the Queen his Mother, ſeconded 
by the ſecret per{wations of a Court Faction that favourd it, was yielded 
untozand the place appointed for meeting was Breda;the time defign'd 
for that ſreaty to begin, March 15. 1649, 

Tothis I might adde, beſides the matice and underhand working of 
his Adverſaries, ::here concur'd to the defeating of MonTRos s t his 
deſigne, the unhappy diſaſters which at that conjunAure of time befell 
the Noble Marqueſſe of ORMoND 1n Ireland , together with the per - 
fidiouſneſle and treachery of Sir Joun COcxRA\, whobeing the 
Kings Agent abroad, had taken up of the Scots Merchants divers conſi- 
derable ſums of money , by the leave and appointment of the King of 
Poland, for the prox.oting my Lord of MonTROSS & his deſigne, 
 asalſofor the ſame purpoſe great quantities of Corne from the Duke of 

Courdtland : All which provided and lent for the publique aſe, heun- 
worthily miſimployed and put into his private pocket. 

Notwithſtanding theſe many misfortunes, and hindrances, through 
indefatigable induſtry this prudent Marqueſſe ef MonTROSSE inor- 
der to his defigne, levied, and liſted ahouc fourſcore Volunteers,Gentle- 
men in Holland, all of his owne, whom he ſpeedily accommodated and 
diſparch'd into the Ifle of Orkney , nnder the condudt of the then Eaile 
of Kennowl. From Denmark likewiſe , not without many rubs, he 
procured fix{core more , who were condudted thither al{o , nader the 
Command of W1L L1AM HA Y, now Earle of Kennowl. From Got- 
cenbury in Sweden, he liſted between twenty and thirty Officers, old 
German Souldiers ; but becauſe then in thoſe parts the Sea was frozen, 
himſelfe never tyred our with inceſſant pains and dangers {with two 
or three Gentlemen more 1n that cold climate travel'd by land to Nar- 
way, and took ſhipping there far Orkney , where no ſooner was he 
arriv'd, but { behold the Iliads of Miſchiefes and machinations of his E- 
nemies1) thoſe Gallant ſouls he had ſent before, were all 11 a mutiny, 
and by the ſubtle praiſes of ſome, lo divided into Baftions, as that they 
were ready to cutone anothers throats. bros 


During 


Daring this diſorder , before things could be compoſed, Mr. Ma y* | 
is ent from His Majeſty, with the Garter, and a Letter belides, peremp- | 
torily commanding my Lord forthwith to advance into Scorland, 

The Garter was received with all thankfulneſſe, and henourable re- 
ſpeR : the Letter with no ſmall joy , out of more then probable hopes, 
it Might be a means to appeaſe the Mutineers, and win them to a ſweet 
compliance for a ſpeedy and chearful! engagement upon the main Land; 
To this end the Officers and chiefe Genttemen were aſſembled, and 
His M.jefties Letter read-; the purport whereof was, That His Maje- 
ſty being overcome by the importunity of ſundry friends , had yielded 
once more to treat with the Commiſſioners from the Scots Parliament, 
at Bredah, March 15. where, by the bleſſing of God, His Majeſty was 
reſolved todo nothing prejudicial ro the Marqueſle or his Followers, 
by whoſe faichfall endeavours he had reap'd ſo great fruit and benefir, 
as to affright the Scotch Faton to deſigne a Treaty , and make more 
moderate Propoſals than formerly. Therefore that the Marqueſle and 
his loyall party might not be diſheartned with the unexpeRted newes of 
a Treaty : He delired and commanded him vigorouſly to proſecute the 
advancement of thar ſervice he had already undertaken for Scotland. 

The Letter ended, my Lord beſpake the company to this effe& : By 
what ye have heard, Genrlemen, ye perceive His Majcſties moſt hono- 
rable Intentions, in this Treaty, his chicf care to be, the good and pre- 
ſervation of His loyall Subz<ts : therefore ir will become us in duty 
to ſhew ready obedience ro His Majeſties Command, and todo our 
beſt endeavours, either to reduce the Rebels of Scotland ro a due ſub- 
miſſion to His Majelties juſt power, or ar leaſt enforce them to tender 
more moderate Propoſals than ever hitherto came from them. And 
now that he might be afjured of their unanimons 8 hearty concurrence 
in this deſigne , he dcfired them to empty thr breſts freely , and give 
him their ſober advice touching the ſame. 

The firſt that ſpake, an ingenious Gentleman, told my Lord, that 
Letter had been printed in France a month before, and in Holland he 
hid read itin the Dutch Gazets, which made him feare it was contriv'd 
_ and publiſhed to His Majeſties dif- ſervice , and the deſtru&ion of his 
Lordſhip and his followers : for (ſayes he) it 1s well enough knowne 
tothoſeinJERSE v, that you are diſappoynted of the ayd you expe- 
Red both from Ireland and forraign Princes; and that your whole 


nuinber now in Orkney , are not above two hundred ſtrangers : 
My 
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My Lord , is it imaginable His Majeſty , or any rationall man, ſhould 
command you to znvade the Iſle of Great Brictaine only with 200. men . 
eſpecially at this inſtant , when the inſulting Fafions of both King- 
domes me united againſt ycu ? May 1t pleaſe your Excellence toexcuſc 
me, it in obedience to yonr command, I give you my cenſure freely, 
rouching this Letter ſent by Mr. Ma y ; that ir was pen'd by year E- 
nemijes (not ignorant of your nndaunred ſpirit, in attempting ditficult 
things, even ſuch as without a Miracle, it ſeems ſcarce poſſible tobe et- 
feed) out of defigne to ſpur you on to your own deſtruRtion ; and 
partly to render His Majcſty o910us to all partics , either for a diſſem- 
bler with Scots Parliament, or as it he fonghr your deſtruRion and your 
Followers by precipitating you to a vilible and unavoydable danger. | 
beſeech you pardon my freedome, and be afſur'd, whatever my opinion 
is, I will never forſake you in your moſt deſperate undertakings. 

My Lords Reply was, both his Charity and Loyalty commanded 
him to think honourably of His Majeſties intentions, and though he had 
cauſe enough to ſuſpeR the Court Factions, and ſome others about the 
Queen, that were his moſt deadly Enemies ; yer he was well perſwa- 
ded, and hoped it was not in their power (though never ſo malicionſly 
bent) to withdraw His Majcfties afteRions from them, who had ſo 
readily adventured lives and fortunes for his ſervice ; notwithſtanding 
their being unworthily deſerted and diſappointed of affiſtance from 
thoſe whom they reputed to be their beſt and faſt friends ; ncither js ir 
to be immagined, my preſent expedition into Scotland, ſhould prove 
either a deſperate or impoſſible enterprize, for though, as you rightly, 
the Rebels of both Nations be united againſt us , yer T am well aflured, 
there are many thouſands , both of Engliſh and Scotch, that are ready 
and will joyne with us , if any viſible Power appears, as is moſt c'eare 
to me, by ſome ſecret correſponacnce held with the beſt of the Nobili- 
ty and Gentry of Scotland ; from whom this very day moſt certaine In- 
telligence is come, that ſo ſoon as ever we have ſet footing on the Con- 
cinenr, the Kighlanders will riſe as one man for our aſſiſtance : And 
then refle& but upon ſome former undertakings, which by the bleſſing. 
of God , even beyond humane expeRation were ſucceflefully accoms 
plifhed ; when with 1000. Iriſhesenly, God ſo proſpered the upright- 
 nefle of a juſt cauſe, as to enable us not only to encounter, but tovan= 

quiſh the Rebels (trembling through guilt of conſcience) in 6, or 7, ſe- 
verall Battells. - 


This 


This Speech of the Generalls , ſpoken with ſuch moderation and 
confidence, ſaitable to the Greatnefle of his Minde, rouſed up the cou- 
rage of thoſe Gentlemen and Officers that heard ir , preſently ro cry 
out, They would live and dye with himi ; and farther to give him aſlu- 
rance they would engage with him , where and when he pleaſed to 
command them. Whereupon immediately whillt cheir ſpirits were yet 
warme , thoſe 200 Volunteers, together with r00@ Iſlanders were 
ſhipped , who all arrived ſafely in Cathnes on the 9. of April, 165@. 
and in that Country a Commiſſion was given to Colonell Gr asam 
to raiſe a Regiment there ; but Yroviſions being exceeding ſcarce in 
thoſe parts, my Lord was neceſſicated to march into Sutherland, and 
from thence to Roſle, where partly to refreſh his men , and partly to 
gaine intelligence, whether the ſafelt way were to march up into the 
Hills, or to proceed forwards alongſt the Sea coaſt; he ſtayed twocr 
three dayes: But his Sconts, whether our of carelcineſſe , or falſhood, 
or {urpriz'd by the Enemy, (for tis not clearely reſolved on) fail'd to 
bring him intelligence ; inſomuch that April 25. his whole party was 
unhappily ſurprized by the Enemy , as they were on their march to- 
wards Innernefle, by Major STRAuGHAN and Lievetenant Collonel 
HAcCKxKeET, who with 200. Horſe, and 1500. experienced Foot Soul- 
diers Roured his whole Body { the Iflanders throwing downe their 
Armes ac the firſt Charge ) as they were upon a Retreat to a Wood, gi- 


ving no quarter to any man, tiIISir John HuR R Y, with about 20. poor 


Scotch Nags (which were all the Horf- my Lord ha ) charg'd ſogal- 
lantly Collonel Ha cx ET 5 Troope , that they forc'd thei to give 
quarter, 

My Lord perceiving by that unhappy skirmiſh , his whole deſigne 
to be in danger to be lofl , betooke himſclte to his feer, and only with 
fx Officers marched about 60 miles back againe, hoping to have met 
with ſome of his new levies ; but finding himfelfe much tyred with 
that long marchr, he refreſhed himſclfe neare the Laird of As nn, 
and ſent Major SINCLERE out totry if he could get any intelligence, 
with 2 guide to dire&him to my Lord RE A his Country ; But whe- 
ther for feare , or bribery, or treachery , I amnot able co judge, thar 
Major moſt unworthily betrayed him 1nto the hands of his enemics, 
who came ſuddainly with about 3o or 4omen, and rooke him in his 
Quarters on the 28. of April, 1650. Whence how uncivilly and bar- 
baroufly he was carryed by Major O_ Ho L BURN, and the Con- 
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to paint forth in due time and-proper colours ; as alſo with what af- 
fronts and contumelious langtage they proceeded afterwards totry 
him ; and how inſaltingly. they behaved themſelves towards him 
when re was led to execution ; having. torne in pieces his Majeſties 


Commiſſion , and as much asin themilay re-murtherd Cuarzs s. the 


Firſt , and teſtified to all the world their deſires and intentions., like- 
wiſe in himto murther CHAR LE $ the Second 2. That ſo both Father 
and Sonne, Root and Branch, and all the reſt of the Royal Stems,mighr 
ve utterly extirpates FE ito on 
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